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Fish Sniffer Staff Slams Bodega Kings With Fish On Charters

My quest to catch an ocean
salmon this summer has been quite

a challenge. Before you come to the
wrong conclusion, perhaps
I should clarify. Due to my
own extremely crazy schedule
I had been unsuccessfully
searching for an open date.

So, after finally moving
my schedule around I was
able to free up some time.
Luckily when I called Captain
Jeff Caramella with Fish On
Charters he just happened to
have availability. “Sign me
up,” I told Captain Jeff and
several days later I was on my

way to Bodega Bay. by When Captain Jeff
When I arrived at Bodega finally stopped the
Harbor with my buddy Ian, Mark Fong Samantha Irene there

I met up with Captain Jeff
and was greeted with a hearty handshake
and a smile from another old friend
Captain Anthony. Joining us were Chris
and his son Matt. The big question of
the morning, “Where are the salmon, on
the beach or offshore?” Cardinal Rule

FISHING

Dock Talk. Well this applies to
salmon too.

With dense fog shrouding the
coastline, I soon lost
my point of reference.
Captain Jeff politely
told me were headed
offshore. Did 1
mention that Captain
Jeff has an internal
salmon radar. More on
that later.

As we motored
along, we came upon
group after group of
salmon hunters with
their gear in the water.

was not another boat
in sight. Instead what I saw were
birds working, a graph full of
bait and fish, and even a whale or s
two. Did I mention Captain Jeff
has an internal salmon radar.
Within five minutes of lines
CONTINUED ON PG 12
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Bodega Bay was the scene of great summer salmon

for the Fish Sniffer staff.

Photo courtesy of FISH ON CHARTERS, Bodega Bay

Monsters and Mining Towns

Number one in bass fishing is — Ignore the
A t five o’clock Saturday morning

in the hills of Amador County, I
was zigzagging through windy roads in
the dark. The “Historic Main St. Jackson”
sign offered a point of light to contrast the
dark twisted highways in between. I was
about halfway to the lake, on a mission for

a lunker kokanee salmon.
With rumors of monster kokanee

Jack Naves headed to New Melones Reservoir this August
looking for big kokanee and ended up landing his personal best
sockeye when this amazing 19 inch fish decided to strike.

swirling, I had scrambled to schedule a
trip to New Melones Reservoir on August
24.1even packed my SLR camera
just in case I actually got one.

The morning started out slow,
with a few fish showing up here and
there. R.J. Sanchez and his uncle
Danny joined me in my boat. As we
trolled across a shaded underwater
point, the depth
slowly started to
drop. 40...45...50
feet deep. I was
trying to lower my
downrigger weight
along the bottom
to match the depth.

60...65 feet
deep. I saw a
small group of
fish on the sonar unit
hugging the bottom.
As I cranked forward
on the clutch of my
Cannon downrigger,
wire played off the
spool. THUD. I felt the
weight contact bottom

Photo by JACK NAVES, Fish Sniffer Staff.

and I locked it into place. I paused with
tension - knowing that my lure was
fluttering through a
school of fish at that
very moment.

Not more than five
seconds later, the rod
tip violently surged.
“Here we go,” I
muttered, as I grabbed
the rod and reeled
into the fish. After a
few cranks, I noticed
that I was reeling
against the drag. I
stopped reeling and
held the rod out to the
side. PUMP-PUMP-
PUMP...I couldn’t
gain any ground...
PUMP-PUMP-PUMP...but I knew it
was a fish. I recovered some line, but the
fish suddenly ripped off 20 feet of line in
the span of a few seconds.

“I wonder if it’s a bass?” I inquired, but
in the back of my mind, I was thinking
that bass don’t pump or head shake like

this. After several minutes, the fish was
CONTINUED ON PG 14

WHAT’S
HOT

by
Jack Naves

Slip bobbers offer trout anglers important advantages. First and most importantly
they allow you to present baits and jigs at specific depths. This allows you to put
your offering in the trout’s strike zone and keep it there.

Secondly, slip bobbers allow the fish to take your bait without feeling significant
resistance. This is important when the fish are behaving tentatively since if they feel
any unnatural resistance they will likely spit out the bait. - Cal Kellogg
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Paul Kneeland - fished Lake
Berryessa with Bruce Wicks of
. Foresthill in the Fish Sniffer 21’
ﬁ i Rogue Jet Coastal. They caught
= =1 Kokanee to 18 1/2 inches using
an 8’ ultralight Phenix Reaper composite kokanee
rod with a Team Daiwa Z ultra light levelwind reel
loaded with 6 pound Yozuri TopKnot fluorocarbon
line.. They trolled a watermelon Vance’s Dodger
followed by a pink/chartreuse hootchie and a
Paulina Peak red/silver dodger followed by a
pink Uncle Larrys spinner with Rooster Tail Trout/
Kokanee spray off the Canon Downriggers 55 to
75 feet deep at 1.4 mph.

Cal Kellogg - fished Lake
Shasta with Wes Ward from
the Fish Sniffer's 18’ Duckworth
provided by Gone Fishin’

: Marine. Cal and Wes trolled
Cal’s signature series 3-inch Firecracker Grubs
behind Mack'’s Lure Hot Wings Flashers on
Vance's 7-foot downrigger rods teamed with Abu
Garcia 5500 LC reels. The duo caught several
rainbows including an incredible 24.5-inch fish
that weighed about 4 pounds.

Dan Bacher - fished for rainbow
trout at Icehouse Reservoir. He
used a Berkley Ugly Stick GX2 6'
6” medium action spinning rod,
teamed up with a Shakespeare
GX235 spinning reel filled with 6 Ib. test P-Line
CX Premium Fluorocarbon Coated Line. He
fished with rainbow Berkley PowerBait, 1/8 oz.
gold and black Panther Martins and 2/5 oz. gold/
red stripe Little Cleos. Dan coated his baits and
lures with Bloody Tuna scent Pro-Cure Super
Gel.
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HOW TO

By Cal Kellogg

continued from page 6

In terms of tackle, once you hunt down

the stuff we just discussed you’ll be ready to

hit the water in search of stripers and that’s

where the concepts of speed and depth come

into play. In the eyes of delta trollers there

are three kinds of stripers. There are shallow

fish, deep fish and fish that are too deep to
target.

Shallow fish hold from right next to the
bank to about 10 feet deep. Deep fish are
found in water that is about 11 to 16 feet
deep. Fish holding much more than 18 feet

deep become difficult to target and generally
the bass that are holding beyond the 20-foot

mark aren’t as active as the shallower fish.

Your vibrating crankbaits are perfect for
targeting fish in 4 to 6 feet of water, while
shallow running minnow plugs are the bait
choice for fish in 6 to 10 feet of water.
To attain the correct depth with these
lures you’ll want to troll them a specific
distance behind the boat in a specific
speed range. With vibrating crankbaits,
you’ll want to run them 100 to 125 feet
behind the boat at 3 to 5 miles per hour.

You can run your shallow running
minnows at the same speeds, but you’ll
want them 140 feet back. Your 1-ounce
Fish Traps will catch fish at these
depths too, but I had you pick them up
for another application we’ll discuss a
little later.

WHAT’S HOT

Continued from page 1

near the surface and R.J. grabbed
the net. Just as the fish was about
to come into view, it ripped off
another 30 feet of line.

We crossed out of the shadows
into the sunlight. “I at least want to
see it...” I thought to myself. I was
thinking that if it was a bass, no big
deal if T lose it.

“It’s a kokanee!” R.J. relayed, as
the fish came into view. As it turned
to one side, R.J. scooped it into the
net like a pro.

The beast looked like something
out of science fiction, with twisted
hooked jaws similar to one of those
cartoon buzzards. The fish tapped
out at 19.25 inches long and 2.47
pounds on the scale. It was the
biggest kokanee I had ever caught,
or seen for that matter.

The drive home was easy, with

| CALIFORNIA INLAND FISHERIES FOUNDATION
28" ANNUAL BANQUET

Auctions, Raffles, Games & Catered Tri-Tip Dinner

TIGKETS SINGLE: $65 | COUPLE: $139M*
TABLE SPONSOR: $600

Table Sponsor Includes: Reserved seating for 8.
8 table sponsor gun raffle tickets,
1 case of wine.

Early Bird Raffle

ENTRIES IN BY 10/18/15

&= $100 General
Raffle Tickets

5 Winners!

w
4"§URCME TICKETS ON-LINE: CIFFI.ORG OR CALL 209-810-9603
_$F\‘ TICKETS WILL BE HELD AT WILL-CALL AT THE DOOR

of

NorCal Trout Anglers Challenge!

For both Bank Anglers and Boat Anglers!

Sponsored by 2019 TOURNAMENT DATES
+ FEB. 2nd.........c........ 5an Pablo Dam Res.
* March 2nd. .............. Lake Pardee
» March 23rd............. Lake Amador
+ APRIL 13th.............. Collins Lake
+ OCT. 12th................ Lake Pardee
« NOV. 2-3rd...Tournament of Champions...
Collins Lake Brought to

you by
TONS OF FUN FOR YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY!

s
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Top 50 adult finishers from all
2019 tournaments are eligible
for a chance to win the
Grand Raffle Prize

Top 25 youth finishers from all
2019 tournaments are ellglble
for a chance to win a
Grand Raffle Prize

Thousands Of Catchable Trout
Planted In Each Lake!

Derby hours 7am to 2 pm
TOC Entry Fee: $25 per Qualifying Adult
Qualifying Kids 15 and under FREE
$10 High Roller Side Pot Option (3-Qualifiers Awarded)
FREE Raffle after Weigh-in for Eligible Tournament Participants
State Fishing Licenses are required and Calif. DFW rules apply
ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE AT WWWANGLERSPRESS COM

sunlit mining towns and golden
hills offering picturesque views. I
couldn’t help but wonder: if there’s
a 19 incher out there, there has to
be a 20 incher? Right?
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Digital subscription now avail-
able to the Fish Sniffer. Down-

load the app
from iTunes or Google Play.

SPONSORED BY:

Phone Entry Reservations: (916) 768-0938 « Enter Online At www.anglerspress.com
Mail Entry To: Anglers Press P.O. Box 601956, Sacramento, CA 95680
EXHIBITOR BOOTHS * HUGE RAFFLE AFTER THE WEIGH-IN  PRIZES « FAMILY FUN & EXCITEMENT!
*Prizes and payout are subjected to change without notice

A Sheldon Bright Production.

GREAT PRIZES
FOR THE KIDS
DIVISION!

and PRIZES
for the Adults
Division!
*Boats shown with options.
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